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Written by Martin J. Conlon, serving with the 30@fantry Regiment of the American Expeditionary Forces in France to Lena Fodaleythey
were courting.
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Pvt. Martin J. Conli
SupplyCo. 306 Inf.
3rd Battalion B.E.F. American E
Somewhere in France Via New Y
May 3Gn 1918
Dea Lena
Today is decoration day we are having a half holiday
here. Itis muchlifferent than what it was to us a year
ago. We went into the city that day and had a good
time. Our company is playing ball against another
company this afternoon. | stayed around the billet
doing my washing had some washing to do. Have na
had much chnce to get at it until yesterday. | boiled |
clothes ingood shape yesterday to the little fellows
would not be on them. Well Lena |
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Am in the best of health so far have not been sick at
So | am lucky so far in that respect. Now Lena you n
be expecting more letters than what | am writing. Th
moving about has had something to do with it but ho|
| can write to you often. It must be trying on you whe
you have to wait so long for a letter. In your letter of
May 7% | thought you would has received the letter |

wrote on ship also the other ones. It only takes abot
three weeks for your to arrive. It is more than good ¢
you Lena to write so often but you cannot know how
much better | feel when | get your letters. It makesy
feel we ae not so far apart after all.
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We did not stay only two days in the place you thoug
we were at. Hope your folks are all well now and tha
you will hear from Tom soonYour mother must be
very anxious waiting for some word. | have not seen
anything of Tom and may not see him for some time
yet. He may be some distance from where | am stay
If I knew his address | might be able to locate him. It
must seem good togu folks seeing all the men getting
their gardens ready to plant for you and myself perha
next summer we might have one for ourselves if the
war ever ends which | hope will be soon. Fred and
Annie must enjoy seeing Vincent getting to be such
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a big bright boy would like to see the little rascal. He
KFa a2Y$S 2F KAa Tl 0KSNR;
how F is getting along with them other girls you hear
he was going around with. The old fellows certainly |
into great luck they can haveall their own way now. |
hope none of them will shine up to you no doubt son
of them have their eyes on you.
Yourbeautiful eyes Lena would make the best of thel
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them. | know how | miss them. Thagenothing over
here for you worry about. All | see around here is gr
fields and farmers. This would be an ideal place to
spend your vacation at not nay excitement just rest.




If you were here Lena we could have some great stre
lots of dandyresting places and no one to bother us.
has all the walks at home topped but when you are n
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them.
| saw Geo. B. the other night, another fellow and | ca
on him. He is looking good and wastqyolly. | have
not seen an American paper since | left. A French m
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news | get. It does not have very much news about 1
States. The good news that you heasaa has been
changed considerablpy this time | expect. Them
reports are all false in my estimation, will take some
time yet for them to do what you would like to have
them do.
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We got paid off last Sat. night, it was the first money
received since we left. All the boys were broke abou
Most of them spent their money coming over on the
boat. | had enough all the time. | knew too well wha
is to be short of the green gos. They were a happy
bunch when the old French dough was put into their
hands. Some of them chaps started in right away
having champagne. | did not have any that night,
stayed at the billet when we got there. | do not use
very much at any time.
It is much different here than what you people imagir
We are given cigarettes tabaco and matches every
week, all English brands until this week we all got six
pkgs of Camels cigarettes. Some N. Y. newspaper
collected for all thboys. Like the Am. Kinddtbest.




